Ladies and gentlemen, 老师们, 同学们, new students and old students:

[bookmark: _GoBack]And so begins a new semester. As exchange students at Fudan, we are given the opportunity to study and partake in the society of one of the great powers of the world, and arguably the fastest changing. For some of us, this is the first time to study in China. For others it is another notch in the belt. But for all of us, a new semester brings another chance to delve deeper into this fascinating country. And as students at one of the most prestigious universities in China, we have the chance to learn from some of the foremost scholars in this country. At the same time, we get to live in the financial center of the world’s second largest economy, and one of the cultural capitals of Asia. As an international metropolis, we international students play an important role in shaping the image of Shanghai. This city is just as famous for its place in China as it is famous for its historic openness and integration to the outside world. We represent another chapter in this history. Coming to Shanghai and Fudan for study is a chance that not many people have in the world, and as such we are privileged. 

Some of us are studying in China for the first time, and for some of us it is maybe even the first time to visit. I’m convinced that all of you have some impression of China from your home country. China is impossible to miss in this day and age. But I’m equally convinced that from this semester and beyond, your impression of China will change, if not be completely overturned. For every door and every layer you go through, there seems to be another. For seasoned scholars and fresh students alike, China offers new insights all the time. You will never be bored in this country.
 
In this department, we have gathered people from all over the world. We represent countless cultures, and have a multitude of different experiences and educational backgrounds, just as we have many different plans and hopes for our future. It is fascinating that all these variables converged to gather us all here ---today---, in this room, in this department, in this university, in this city in this country. Wherever we go after this, we can look back to this point in time, and we will all have something in common. If we are lucky enough, or try hard enough, plans and backgrounds will allow some of us to meet again. Maybe in Shanghai, or maybe in some other part of the world. But I hope we can all enjoy this time we have together and get the most out of our time at Fudan.

Therefore, on behalf of the international students at SIRPA, I’m proud to offer our gratitude for this chance to attend Fudan University. We’re eagerly looking forward to see what we can learn from you.

作为一名留学生我想在这里代表大家感谢中国政府和复旦大学给我们提供了这个来华学习的机会。

谢谢
Thank You 
