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Understanding the Variation of Government Responses to Nimby Conflicts: From Urban Governance Perspective

Sun Xiaoyi

[ Abstract | Existing literature tends to adopt the social stability maintenance perspective to examine government responses

to Nimby conflicts. This perspective neglects the urban governing environment the conflicts embedded in, and

thus cannot explain why local governments adopt incident—based and institution—based responses respectively.

Enlightened by urban governance theories, this paper argues that the study of government responses should

be placed in the broader urban governance framework so as to disclose the variation of response patterns. An

explanatory framework is proposed to understand government response to Nimby conflicts. On the one hand,

the extent the Nimby agenda consistent with urban governance objectives constitutes the driving forces of

government responses. On the other hand, the openness of local governance networks and government capacity

of institutional absorption compose the constraining factors. Policy suggestions are given in the conclusion.
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