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The Containment Thinking in the Evolution of American Geopolitical
Strategy: from “Selective Containment”’to “Indo—Pacific”’Strategy

HUANG He
(School of International Relations & Public Affairs, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433)

Abstract: Geopolitical strategy theory is the basis for the US to set its foreign policy and global strategy. To maintain
its strategic interest, the US has to contain its potential rivals in a geo—economic zone. “Selective containment” mentality
went through the cold war period, and was adopted by the alliance dominated by Washington to contain China. However,
with the simultaneous rise of China and India in Asia, and the historic shift of the global economic and geopolitical center
from Atlantic Ocean to “Indo—Pacific” region, the “Indo—Pacific” region as a whole has received increasingly more
attention from the governments of the US, Australia and Japan. In November of 2017, President Trump put forward at the
APEC meetings a new version of Asian policy, namely, “Indo—Pacific” strategy, which is necessary for the Trump
administration to adjust its foreign policy, an action taken by the US to deal with the potential pressure from China’s “Belt
and Road Initiative”, and also a carrier for the US to carry out its “induced” tactics. China and the US, so to speak, will
engage in more fierce strategic game of containment vs. breakthrough in  “Indo—Pacific” region. As China and India are
both situated in the “strategic triangle” of China, India and the US, the security cooperation between China and India over
the Indian Ocean is a win—win strategy for both. There are difficulties to push the two counties to march toward
cooperation, but many feasible approaches still remain.

Key words: the US; geopolitical strategy; “selective containment policy”;  “Indo—Pacific” strategy;  “primary security

network”; Sino—Indian relations



