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How is the Political Identity Formed?
SANG Yu-cheng LIANG Hai-sen
( School of International Relations and Public Affairs Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: The enduring effect of political identity on political stability is getting an increasing attention. How does a
political system attain the support of the mass? Why do people form their political identities? These are the core puzzles
in the study of political identity. The current studies analyze the political identity formation from the view of institution
construction political performance and social governance which underscore the role of political institution and social
development. Instead this study shifted the focus on the objective ( political system) of political identity to the subject
( the mass) emphasizing the role of emotional factors in the process of political identity formation. The effect of
emotional factors is defined by the nature properties of political identity. Political identity has the property of publicity
non—rational calculation and individualized emotion construction. These properties can hold the social behavior
consistent with inner emotion. The emotional part of political identity can lower the cost of social governance and affect
the vote behavior and social protest which consequently impact on the political stability and development. The emotion
derived from the civic culture can pass down across generations by individual’ s socialization and develop into stable
psychological characteristics. To be mentioned the emphasis of emotional factors does not underrate the role of
political institution and social development in the political identity formation. Instead it provides an alternative
approach to understand the mechanism of political identity formation.

Key words: political identity; emotional factors; political stability; civic culture
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