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History - Social - Environment: the Triple Password of the Imperial Governance System

Liv Jianjun, Sun Yangcheng

Abstract: the survival of imperial system is an unique historical phenomenon in China. The main analysis
include Hegel’s “lack of free will”, weber’s “water culture”, Karl Wittfogel’s “Oriental despotism” and Marx’s
“the Asiatic mode of production” perspective. Using the perspective of “history—society—environment” , its long—
term survival is due to the three sets of codes: the historical tradition provides the institutional prelude and the
homogeneous cultural circle; The lack of revolutionary elements in the social structure — the slow change of
merchants, the simple reproduction of the village community and the lack of trade; The need for external threats
and group unity requires that authority be concentrated and the bureaucracy functioning properly. Very large
political community governance, must be “areas”, “on the layer classification” , history eliminated based on
blood kinship “system of enfeoffment” , available only on the basis of the professional skills of “counties
empire’ .

Key words: Imperial Governance System; Historical Premise; Social Structure; Environmental Selection
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