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Governance of Social Movement in the Age of Big Data—An Analysis of Qidong Case in Jiangsu Province

Liu Shuhua

Abstract Social movement takes a very different form in the age of big data. Tt doesn’t have a stable structure nor does

it employ ideology to strengthen bounds among members. Members of social protest communicate with strangers

virtually based on self — interest. Once agreement is reached members tend to take actions offline. The move-

ment quickly dissolves once deliberation completed and issue resolved. These introduce huge challenges to gov—

ernance in China. This research analyzed the Qidong case of social protest before recommendations for policy

making and governance are made. Conclusions on critical issues to be addressed for governance in the age of big

data are presented in the end.
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