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Prison Privatization: A Study of the Causes

and Magnitude

W
Nova Science Publishers (2010)

This book presents research on prison privatization in the US, with a focus on state prison
privatization. The basic thrust is to research the
privatization of a governmental function that is
traditionally treated as a core function and involves
the use of force. Specifically, the author researched
the basic drives of prison privatization and the
variation of the magnitude of state prison

privatization among the 50 US states. The basic

3.‘. y

idea is to examine the influence of political and

3 d i
Pl.l S() l] pragmatic factors to make sure the fundamental
) » : - 1 “ . nature of the privatization of imprisonment, and
Privatization

further, of core governmental functions. The

A Study of the Canses and Magnitude author's general argument is that prison

. it privatization was pushed forward by the changing
YLJIA JING o _ _
political environment. Pragmatic and economic

concerns or demands are derived from the political

changes and are of secondary but still direct importance. This book has a detailed exploration of the

whole picture of prison privatization, with rich data and analysis.
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The Positional Market and Economic Growth
JEH-F

Journal of Economic Issues, 2010 Vol. XLIV, No.4

In addition to the material market, there is also a positional market in human society. The
channel of social mobility---the institutional system that regulates individuals’ and groups’
performance in the positional market---is a critical dimension of the overall institutional
foundation of economic growth because it underpins the incentive structure in the positional
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market. Understanding the interaction between the incentive structures in the material market and
those in the positional market sheds new lights upon economic history and some of the on-going
“natural experiments” in economic development today. Most importantly, understanding the
relationship between the positional market and economic growth makes it clear that states should
strive to eliminate institutional discrimination because institutional discrimination is not only

morally unjust but also economically costly.
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Political Identity and Regional Cooperation in East Asia

PR
Bast Asian Review 2010 Volume 13

Remarkable progress has been made in regional cooperation in East Asia, during the past
decade after East Asia experienced miraculous rapid growth in the period from 1960s to the
1980s and launched a political transition from authoritarianism to democracy in the
1980s-1990s.Based on achievements in economic development, political transitions and
regional cooperation, East Asia has expanded its international influence and raised it global
status.

This paper analyzes the progress and problems in promoting regional cooperation in East
Asia by comparing political identities between Europe and Asia, among East Asian countries
and areas, using data from the past decade, including the 2000 Asia-Europe Survey, the
Eurobarometer, and the AsiaBarometer. It will consist of the following four parts. In the first
part, the different approaches to regional cooperation in East Asia will be reviewed, for

example, the perspective of economic integration, political leadership, cultural exchange and
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confidence-building and I will provide a new approach from a perspective of political identity.
In the second part, | will analyze the national identity in East Asia. The third part will be
devote to discussing regional identity and deepening cooperation in East Asia by introducing

a number of survey results. Finally, the author will discuss the problem and prospect of

regional cooperation in East Asia in light of the comparative analysis of political identity.
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