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ABSTRACT

“The Second Combination” and the Construction of Modern Chinese Civilization

Huang Lizhi & Gu Hongliang & Ye Shuxian & Wang Xianzhao & Xu Zhaoshou & Zhan Long & Ma Jianbiao
Abstract: The “second combination” not only expands the cultural foundation of the path of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, but also brings about another ideological liberation, allowing us to fully utilize the precious
resources of excellent traditional Chinese culture in a broader cultural space, and explore theoretical and institutional
innovation for the future. In order to promote the academic community’s in-depth interpretation of the theoretical and
practical issues related to the inheritance and development of Chinese culture, on July 7th, we invited experts and
scholars from humanities and social sciences to hold a roundtable forum on the topic of “The Second Combination”
and the Construction of Modern Chinese Civilization, attempting to focus on the profound theoretical meaning,
internal logic, methodological significance, and historical effects of the “second combination” from multiple fields in
an interdisciplinary manner.

Professor Huang Lizhi pointed out that the logical judgment of the “second combination” is based on the
materialist view of history. When analyzing and answering questions related to culture and civilization, we must also
use the materialist view of history as the perspective and method. To construct the modern civilization of the Chinese
nation, it is even more important to recognize that only modern Marxism can promote the excellent traditional
Chinese culture to become a historical prerequisite for modern culture. Professor Gu Hongliang elaborated on
the five methodological principles contained in the “second combination”, pointing out that these methodological
principles not only help us better grasp the theoretical, practical, and historical logic of the “combination”, but also
have reference significance for other countries in the world to establish their traditional development of Marxism and
inherit their respective traditional cultures. Professor Ye Shuxian traced the origin of traditional Chinese jade culture
and related cultural concepts such as “warmth” and “moderation”, and analyzed the roots and veins of the “peace”
gene in Chinese culture from the perspective of cultural text theory in the grand history. Professor Wang Xianzhao
pointed out that the practical path of future oriented traditional cultural innovation should place practicality in a
prominent position, highlighting the people’s character in practicality. While carrying out connotation innovation,
it is necessary to actively promote form innovation. Professor Xu Zhaoshou started with the problems faced by
the creative transformation and innovative development of excellent traditional Chinese culture, and proposed to
transform the traditional Chinese worldview and methodology into a modern system under the guidance of the
“second combination” direction, and reflect on modern civilization and mutually verify the path of Chinese and
Western civilization. Professor Zhan Long pointed out that the Chinese civilization endows the national governance
civilization with a special framework system, and Chinese path to modernization endows the modern civilization of
the Chinese nation with a specific construction system. The integration of the two systems is a creative coupling of
history and reality, providing a modern force for innovation and transformation for national governance civilization.
Professor Ma Jianbiao started from the historical origin of the “second combination” and pointed out that the New
Culture Movement opened the path of modern transformation of Chinese civilization. The First World War inspired
a group of advanced intellectuals carrying genes of Huxiang culture, such as Mao Zedong and Cai Hesen, to choose
Marxism and initiate the historical process of the “second combination”.

Constructing the “Three Systems” of Philosophy and Social Science with Chinese Characteristics:
Path Exploration (II)
Ouyang Kang & Zhang Yanguo & Chen Wenjiang & Wang Gonglong & Feng Jianhua

Abstract: For the academic community in China today, accelerating the construction of philosophy and
social science with Chinese characteristics is a major task, which requires coordinated efforts from all parties.
Commissioned by the National Office of Philosophy and Social Sciences, we invited experts and scholars from
relevant fields to conduct a thematic discussion on “Building the ‘Three Systems’ of Philosophy and Social Sciences
with Chinese Characteristics”. This issue will focus on further path exploration in the construction of the “three
systems”, striving to draw wisdom from practical experience and contribute wisdom and strength to the prosperity
and development of philosophy and social sciences with Chinese characteristics.

Professor Ouyang Kang pointed out that we should summarize the experiences that have been achieved, face
the remaining problems directly, adhere to the core value of putting the people at the center, strive to build a high-
level disciplinary system, stimulate subjectivity and originality in academic research, and construct a new era of
China’s independent discourse system. Professor Zhang Yanguo believes that winning the competitive advantage in
the development of world culture and building the “three systems” of philosophy and social sciences with Chinese
characteristics, we must grasp the inherent laws of the development of philosophy and social sciences with Chinese
characteristics, consolidate the cultural foundation of confidence and autonomy, and build a modern civilization
of the Chinese nation. Professor Chen Wenjiang pointed out that efforts should be made to overcome the three
“discourse fragmentation” phenomena that actually exist in the research process of philosophy and social sciences,
and to achieve the transformation from “political discourse” to “academic discourse”, from “Western discourse”
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