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Forum Shifting and the Transformation of International Rules: Drivers and Con-
straints
Yu Bowen (96)

[ Abstract] When developed countries fail to achieve their rule reform goals in multilat-
eral negotiations, they may resort to a forum-shifting strategy, which involves shifting
their rule promotion activities to bilateral or minilateral platforms where they have pow-
er advantages. The forum-shifting strategy allows developed countries to better motivate
and persuade a smaller number of target countries to accept new rules, and then to
promote the gradual increase of supporters and promoters of new rules, ultimately
achieving the strategic goal of changing traditional multilateral rules. However, the
long-term effects of a forum-shifting strategy are uncertain. Mere material motivation
and discursive persuasion cannot achieve stable socialization effects. What matters is
the governance performance of new rules after their initial implementation. New rules
with a positive performance may continue to spread, weakening developing countries’
commitment to traditional rules, and resisting rule-balancing activities. In contrast, new
rules with negative performance will stimulate the reflexivity of developing countries and
are more likely to be hit by rule-balancing activities. A comparative analysis of the
different development trajectories of so-called “high standard” intellectual property
rights(IPR) rules and carbon pricing rules, both promoted by developed countries,
supports this argument. In the case of “high standard” IPR rules, although the United
States and the European Union(EU) successfully promoted the initial diffusion of new
rules through free trade negotiations, as the negative performance of such rules became
increasingly apparent, developing countries took measures such as resistance and balan-
cing to maintain the norm of “differential treatment of Southern countries” in the IPR
rule system. In the latter case of carbon pricing rules, although the EU’s attempts to
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promote new rules also faced setbacks, the positive role of carbon pricing in the low-
carbon transition has been validated, leading to the continuous diffusion of new rules.
[ Key Words ]international rules, forum shifting, rule competition, intellectual property
rights, carbon pricing
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Structural Power and the Coupling of International Institutional Complexity: An
Analysis of Positive and Negative Cases in Institutional Interplay Between China
and the US

Zhuo Ye (126)

[ Abstract ] There exist both coupling and decoupling of international institutional com-
plexity in the competition between China and the US. Therefore, what could lead to
the coupling of international institutional complexity? Indeed, focusing on unconformity
between different international institutions as well as their leading states, existing re-
searches could not answer the question. The paper argues that the multiple members
who enter different international institutions in international institutional complexity and
their structural power matter. Multiple members would exert their effects over institu-
tional legitimacy as well as efficiency, which endows them structural power; with
structural power, they could bring about the coupling through convergence and division
of labor between elementary institutions. On the contrary, multiple members with de-
pendency on the leading state would lose their structural power, and then accelerate
the institutional capture and fragmentation, which results in the decoupling. By taking
the coupling between Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the World Bank as a
positive case and the decoupling between Mekong-US Partnership and Lancang-Mekong
Cooperation Mechanism as a negative case, this paper confirmed the above hypothesis.
[ Key Words ] international institutional complexity, structural power, AIIB, MUSP,
global governance
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