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The Reform of EU Regulation on IFDI: Dynamics Resistance and Dilemma
SHI Yan

Chinese investors’ M&As in high—tech sectors in Europe aroused attention from EU insti—
tutions and some member states. Driven mainly by France and Germany and under the
pressure of the tightening up of global IFDI regulations the reform of EU regulation has
been put on the agenda. The European Commission’ s proposal focuses on protecting the
EU’ s industrial competitiveness especially aimed at strengthening screening calls from
SOE investors and those with “government background” and making the opinions of the
Commission and non—host member countries be heard through the “cooperation mecha—
nism”. Therefore the non—EU investors will face more barriers at both the policy and po-
litical levels. However because of the “free flow” idea underlying the integration
process the limits of the Commission” s will and capacity to establish an IFDI regulatory
regime on the EU level and the opposition from some member states the proposal doesn’
t refer to the substantive reform as there is neither change to the distribution of power and
responsibility nor final solution for the difficulties in “speaking with one voice” and in—
vestment protectionism. The EU is still trapped in the dilemma resulting from both the di—

versity among the member states and a lack of unified regime on the IFDI regulation issue.

Understanding Ethnic Conflict: Processes Current State and Future Trends
TANG Shiping WANG Kai

The past four decades have witnessed an explosion of researches into ethnic conflict. The
overarching question addressed in the numerous and still growing literature is under what
cultural social economic political and international conditions will ethnic conflict or
peace more likely emerge? Based on the onset of ethnic war we divide the existing litera—
ture into four “waves” and critically examine its theoretical and empirical progresses. We
contend that impressive progresses have indeed been made both theoretically and empiri—
cally. Theoretically studies in this field have moved well beyond the unproductive debate
of the three established paradigms and there is an emerging consensus that we need to
draw valid elements from all three paradigms and beyond. In addition neo—institutional—
ism has ( re—) emerged as a major approach in this field. Empirically driven by increas—
ingly sophisticated methods and technologies such as the Geography Information System
( GIS) and the availability of more and better datasets inquiries into ethnic conflict have
not only ventured into exciting new territories but also gained deeper and fine — grained
knowledge into the causes of ethnic war. Finally we identify some basic fields and direc—
tions for future studies from the perspectives of the research methods data and topics to

be explored further.



