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Re-interpretation of Worker Politics
CHEN Zhou-wang

( College of International Relations and Public Affairs, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The era of globalization has raised a series of challenges for worker politics, which necessitates the re-interpreta-
tion of the term “worker politics”. By reviewing the classical theory of Marxism, it is clear that workers involved in “worker poli-
tics” are given “class” connotation that transcends their occupational group, and represents the universal liberating force.
“Worker politics” is not the power relation that simply focuses on a particular occupational group, but rather a new form of poli-
tics that is different from the long history of political life monopolized by the political elite, namely the “alienation” of modern
politics. The development of worker politics is closely linked to the process of industrialization and changes in industrial struc-
ture, so that contemporary Western intelligentsia had proposed the biased idea of “declining worker politics”. In fact, worker
politics has never been marginalized; on the contrary, it is experiencing massive revitalization in the world aided by globalization,
which requires shift in strategies and methods for work politics in an objective sense. By analyzing the cross-section of worker
politics, we can analyze the origin and development of modern democracy, thus explore the nature of modern politics.

Key Words: worker politics; class; democracy
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