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An Institutional Analysis of Local Officials” Achievement Motivation in China
................................................................................................ Chen Jiaxi( 72)
Abstract: The view “political achievement facilitates promotion” reveals the close relationship be-

tween political achievement and officials” mobility and the action logic of local officials motivated by

political achievement. Institutional factors of achievement motivation include “party’s control over ca—
dres” hierarchical evaluation system and performance-based promotion; these factors form a triggering
mechanism of achievement motivation determining the ground rule of political mobility. The indicator
system of political achievement is divided into two dimensions—forward-inverse and strong-weak
which can be adjustable in accordance with the political context. Local cadres are rational actors
shaped by the achievement motivation system. In different political contexts they rationally chose the
focus and direction of administration according to the indicator structure of political achievement as well
as the intensity of motivation seeking the maximization of political achievement indicators. This find—
ings provide explanations for not only the “GDP tournament” and collusion among local governments in
maintaining stability but also the views on political achievement in terms of party building and the non—
feasance of officials.

Key words: achievement motivation; local officials; rational actors

A New Reality of Western Politics: Ethnic-Religious Pluralism as a Challenge to Western Liber—
Al DEIMOCIACIES -+« cvcvcvreererenenenenenenenanmemeneneneaeaeaeeenenenenenenenns Bao Gangsheng( 103)
Abstract: In Western countries there have been increasing political cleavages among their voters

the rise of right-wing or far—right political forces and the decreasing stability of their party system in the

recent several years. This new political reality in the Western is driven by the diversification of their
population and the rise of ethnic—religious pluralism. The increasing demographic diversity is more like—
ly to lead to more political cleavages and potential political conflicts within Western countries. In fact

there is an asymmetrical political structure between ethnic—religious pluralism and liberal democratic
systems. Paradoxically the principle of liberty and the idea of equality in Western liberal democracies
led to the emergence of cultural pluralism but cultural pluralism might undermine Western liberal de—
mocracies unless a great number of minority ethnic citizens or immigrant citizens could form their na—
tional identity and support the existing constitutional systems and political order in the Western coun-
tries where they moved in. This article argues that Western countries will probably shift to more conser—
vative nationalistic and realist positions on the internal and external policies of immigration border

ethnicity and religion issues in order to deal with the challenges of ethnic—eligious pluralism effectively.

Key words: Ethnic group; Religion; Cultural Pluralism; Democracy; Assimilation

* 128 -



