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Brief Discussion on German Rule-Following
and Its Culturally Contributing Factor

Li Chuncheng

Abastract: By heuristics from several typical instances, key characteristics of German rule fol-

lowing are generalized, and then culturally contributing factors of which are deduced. Finally pres-

ented is cultural psychology of Chinese rule-following behavior. It holds that German rule-following is

genuine and becomes their general habit supported by institutional conscience and aesthetic value.

All these features result from their belief in speculative and universal reason, their practice of “the

rinciple of universalization” , and their benign institutional imagination. On the contr , Chinese
p P g g ary

pragmatic reason and particularism go ill with implementation of modern institutions, which by es-

sence are of universal reason.

Key words: Rule-Following; universal reason; institutional conscience ; institutional imagination
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