





Chapter 1
The Protestant Episcopal China Mission and
Chinese Society

Edward Yihua XU

Compared with other Protestant missionary societies in China, the Protestant
Episcopal China Mission (PECM)—also known as the American Church
Mission (ACM)—was noted not so much for the number of its believers but
for its prominence within the broader church community and society. Not only
did the PECM raise up generations of renowned priests and church workers, it
also fostered first-class educators, scholars, professionals, social activists, and
even national leaders in modern China. One can say, therefore, that within the
PECM there was a plethora of talents unmatched by any other mission body
in terms of diversity and impact on the international scene. The PECM has
deeply influenced Chinese society through its church, education, and social
service programs. It has helped shape the basic pattern and theological charac-
teristics of Chinese Christianity, and it had a direct impact on the moderniza-
tion of Chinese society. Its influence is incontrovertible and still lingers today.

Given the PECM’s illustrious history in China, a significant amount of
archival works and other literature has been made public in China and abroad
over the last decades. The academic community has also made considerable
in-depth studies on the work of the PECM. This chapter will discuss, in broad
outline, the ways in which the PECM has embedded itself in Chinese society,
including such areas as church education (especially theological education),
church-based interpersonal networks, and political participation. These are
generally designated as “upper-class embedding” or “top-down embedding.” I
use the term “embedding” to indicate the ways in which the PECM became
part of Chinese social and religious life.

Three topics will be addressed in this chapter:

1)  Embedding in education: the contribution and status of the PECM in the
history of Christian education in China

2)  Embedding in the church: the shaping of Chinese Christian churches by
the PECM

3)  Embedding in politics: the participation of the PECM in modern Chinese
politics, especially the party politics of the Kuomintang (KMT) and the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP), as well as an analysis of the factors
involved in such high-level political participation
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