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The Structure Difference of Money Value in Bribery and Embezzlement Cases:

Evidence from Judicial Decision Documents Dataset of China
Li Hui
( School of International Relations and Public Affairs Fudan University ~Shanghai 200433  China)

Abstract: The research question focused on in this paper is: In the corrupt market how is political power priced? The
money value of corruption reflects the ability of corrupt officials to obtain benefits in the corruption market and also
reflects the cost to be paid by bribers to purchase power. It is extremely important to understand the status of corruption
in China. Based on a preliminary analysis of a novel judicial judgment data we found these following factors have
significant affect: the type of corruption the area where corruption occurred the administrative rank and position of
corrupt officials and the jurisdictional area of the department where the corrupt officials were involved. These findings
further illustrate that in today’s China the benefits of corrupt officials through bribery are greater than those of
embezzlement. The price of power has risen as the level of economic development has increased. The amount of money
involved in the economically developed regions in the east is higher than that in the central and western regions. The
price of power also depends on the size of its resources so the higher the level of corrupt officials the higher the
average amount involved. From the jurisdictional field the amount of money involved in the financial and real estate
areas is the highest and the other areas are not much different on average.

Keywords: corruption market; money value; bribery; embezzlement
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