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initiated the process of the transformation of its maritime strategy in 2007, and has
carried out the basic policy of proactive engagement in extra-territorial maritime affairs
since then. The final objectives of this transformation are to promote the EU’s leading
role in international maritime affairs, upgrade its position in international maritime gov-
emnance and accordingly, expand its political clout in international system since the EU
regards itself as a global actor. This article takes three priorities chosen by the EU to
engage in extra-territorial maritime affairs currently, e.g. the issue of the conservation
and sustainable use of marine biological diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction,
arctic affairs and East Asian mantime affairs, which demonstrate three dimensions of
the transformation. The study reveals that their positions of these three priorities on the
EU’s agenda and the EU’s action intensities on different affairs are of positive correla-
tion with the EU’s interests, and the EU has made progress in these areas and prelim-
inarily showed its ability to set international maritime affairs agenda to date. The EU’s
efforts on transforming its maritime strategy may offer a new perspective to assess its
position and role in international system.

[Key Words] European Union, maritime rights and interests, transformation of mari-
time strategy, international maritime governance, new order for the seas and oceans

[ Author] Liu Heng, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Institute of European Studies, Chi-

nese Academy of Social Sciences.

The Ethno-Geography of Oil and Escalation of Ethnic Conflict
Xiong Yihan Tang Shiping (83)

[ Abstract] The studies of ethnic conflict has become a major topic in economics, po-
litical science, sociology and international relations. Previous studies have noted that
the effect of oil on ethnic conflict, but causal mechanisms underpinning the effect re-
main unclear. Based on a general theory of ethnic conflict, this paper argues that the
ethno-geographical location of oil is a central variable in determining whether oil leads
to or exacerbates ethnic conflict via three mechanisms. When oil is located within the
core territory of a concenirated minority group, this minority group is more likely to
rebel against the central government dominated by another group, ceteris paribus. Oil
with such an ethno-geographical location is thus more likely to trigger an ethnic con-
flict or exacerbate an existing ethnic conflict. We deploy case studies on Sudan, fraq,
Nigeria and Gabon with process-tracing to demonstrate that the mechanisms singled out
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by our theory did operate in driving ethnic conflicts. Our theory regarding the ethno-
geographical location of oil and ethnic conflict also points to a general theory that con-
nects the ethno-geography of natural resource with ethnic conflict. Our theory on oil
and ethnic conflict also testifies the integrative and explanatory power of the general
theory of ethnic conflict. These results have policy implications for conflict management
and resource exploitation; how the multi-ethnic and oil-rich developing countries miti-
gate ethnic conflict, how China’s resource-based enterprises avoid political risks in in-
ternational oil and gas business, how China make a trade-off between economic inter-
ests and national image in its overseas investments.
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[ Abstract] The smooth implementation of “the Belt and Road” (B&R) initiative will
not only depend on the positive response from the B&R related countries, but also on
the understanding and support of those non-B&R related countries, particularly the
world key powers. As one of the critical factors that could shape China’s surrounding
environment strongly, the U.S. perception of and response to the B&R initiative are of
great importance. Based on the studies of the U.S. media, academia and think tanks,
this article finds that the U.S. is generally worried about China’s B&R intentions, al-
though there does exist some rational and objective voice. The U.S. community main-
tains that the B&R is just an instrument of expanding China’s international influence.
It will render wider competition between the U.S. and China, and finally threaten the
U.S. national interests and leading status in Eurasia. The U.S. authority, however,
makes a selective response to the B&R initiative. On the one hand, it plays down the
initiative overall. The top officials seldom mention the B&R publicly and even deliber-
ately dilute its significance. On the other hand, the U.S. authority expresses a cautious
welcome and cooperative attitude over certain affairs, in which it needs China’s cooper-
ation. In view of the U.S. attitude, this article proposes some policy choices for China
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