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The Driving Force of Smart City Initiatives in
China from the Perspective of Urban Competitiveness:
An Empirical Analysis Based on 49 cities

Liu Ye / Chen Yanhong

Abstract; This research aims to build an indicator system that promotes the dynamic mechanism of smart city
initiatives in China, uses panel related regression analysis of 49 smart city development data, and explores the main
driving forces and development status of smart city initiatives. Existing researches show that the smart cities initia—
tives in China is mainly promoted by the public sector and technological innovation. This paper finds that in addition
to the common institutional and innovation drivers, inter— city competition and cooperation have also become one of
the important drivers to promote the smart cities initiatives. Cities with better development resources such as poli-
tics, economy, and location have a relatively complete power system in the process of building smart cities. With
the deepening of smart city intiatives, inter— city cooperation alliances and coordinated development are more impor-

tant

Keywords: Smart City; Urban Competitiveness; Inter— City Cooperation; Competitiveness Driven
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