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Research on the Rules of Procedure in the Leadership System

SANG Yu-cheng & ZHANG Yan-qing

( School of International Relations and Public Affairs Fudan University Shanghai 200438 China)

Abstract: In China’s political practice the implementation of democratic centralism requires that decisions be made
through collective discussion and collective decision-making so as to reflect the advantages of collective wisdom and collec—
tive leadership. However how can we achieve collective discussion and make collective decisions? This involves the issue
of the rules of procedure. The rules of procedure represent a fundamental issue in various collective behaviors mainly in—
volving two aspects: first what kind of issues what kind of procedures to be used to enter the decision-making agenda;
second after the above-mentioned procedures are completed for the next stage of decision-making agenda what procedures
should be followed to determine whether to make a decision or not to make a decision. In our political practice although
there are regulations similar to the rules of procedure in the decision-making system at all levels many regulations are ei—
ther put aside and difficult to implement or not very operability. The rules of procedure shall be formulated within the
framework of the basic institutional rules which can embody the rights of the parties involved in the procedure and the
balance between rights and responsibilities.
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